NAVAKA

AT ARUNAACHALA

Ganapati and Sivarama Sastri messed in the choultry
for three days, the period allowed for pilgrims. After that
Ganapati looked for some house holders hwo could feed them
by turns, each a day in a week, but he could secure the help
of only four such. Even they offered to feed the brothers
only during day time. Ganapati could subsist on one meani a
day but Sivirama Sastri could not. So Ganapati advised his
brother to return home but he would not.

Under these trying circumstances, he composed the
following verse..

Virui daana vimukhena kim tvaya
deeyate nijamanaa mayam padam
Kim dadaati hara sarwam a apanam
Vinnisaasakaladaanadurmanah

"Oh God ! Are you going to grant me untrammelled
spiritual glory when you are reluctant to grant me even my
livelihood? Would a merchant, who is reluctant to part with
eyen a piece of turmeric, give away his shop?"

Ignoring all the inconveniences, Ganapati went on
with his tapas and as part of it composed a thousand slokas
in praise of Amnachaleswara. He began reciting everyday
the day's compositions within the precincts of the temple.
Many learned men as well as ordinary people gathered every
day to listen to that marvellous recitation. He finished the
recitation of the thousand slokas (Hara Sahasram) two days
prior to the Kruttika Festival. On the last day he read at a
stretch all the thousand slokas. After the recitation of the
thousand slokas some prominent citizens offered Ganapati the
job of a teacher in the Sanskrit School and agreed to support
him and his brother. Funnily enough, Sivarama Sastri insisted
on returning home and Ganapati agreed to it.
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